All the 39 patients in this series were thought
Superior vena caval obstruction is a particularly distressing complication of bronchial carcinoma, occurring in 4-6% of cases,' for which the usual method of treatment is radiotherapy. However, innominate vein to right atrial appendage bypass grafts have been used to relieve the obstruction in certain patients with severe symptoms. 2 Before considering surgical treatment, it is necessary to map out the superior mediastinal venous system,3 and the purpose of this paper is to show how preoperative superior vena cavography is of value in determining the level of obstruction and whether or not there is retrograde propagation of thrombus. Methods Superior vena cavography is performed using a rapid sequence film-changer. The 
